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Here we are again at our Annual Meeting.  The 130th Annual Meeting of All Saints Episcopal 

Church.  Each year seems to go faster than the previous year and at times I feel like we are 

moving at warp speed. I want to press the pause button for a moment to reflect on the past year.   

One of the topics things that has always come up since I started on the vestry is getting All Saints 

“out there”, expanding our ministry beyond our doors, getting people to know us. In his book, 

Bishop Curry said” It’s all too easy for faith communities to drift slowly toward existing 

primarily for the good of their members” I think in 2022 moved away from that thinking.  And 

believe it or not I think we can thank COVID for that.  And although it is hard to believe that 

anything good could come from COVID, I do believe COVID has pushed us to grow in new 

ways as a parish. The challenge of continuing our ministry forced us to think outside to the box.  

Of course this year we continued to have hybrid Sunday services.  We further enhanced our 

technology to improve both the visual and sound.   

But we also took advantage of the anniversary year to plan events that celebrated the arts and 

were thought provoking.  

Music and Arts - highlights 

Our 130th Anniversary kickoff concert headlined by Tom Espenshade and his “You Don’t Mess 

with Jim, James or Jimmy” was attended by parishioners and non-parishioners.  It was a great 

evening of fun and music that provided the outside world a glimpse of All Saints life.   

We celebrated the International Day of Music on October 1st with a classical music concert by 

Arkady Leytush and Gennady Kuposik. 

We had our first author’s night we our very own author Marc Palmieri who provided a reading 

from his book She Danced with Lightning. 

And in December we held the Rhys Ritter Memorial Christmas Cabaret 

 

 

 



Social Issues - highlights 

During the summer we tackled a more serious social issue, hosting a free town hall to provide 

residents with information and advice on how they can cope and help address and prevent gun 

violence.  This event was live streamed and covered by network news.   

We have long supported the Grace Church food pantry but in September we dedicated our 

Blessing Box to address food insecurity right here in our own community.  The Bayside Times 

shared the story and the word has gotten to those in need because we must continually refill the 

box. 

We literally took our worship onto the street on Good Friday when we did the Stations of the 

Cross up 40th Avenue, along Bell Blvd and down 41st Avenue.  We even picked up some extra 

worshipers at some of the stations.  

On November 6th we celebrated All Saints Sunday and our 130th Anniversary with a visit from 

the bishop, confirmation and of course a party with food, music and dancing. 

And of course on December 3 we had our 80th Annual Holly Bazaar. 

I think all of these events have helped us “get out there”, Our ministry is getting out there.  

2022 was not without its problems.  We continue to be fiscally responsible in challenging 

economic times. We continue to work towards a resolution with Mosaic church on back monies 

owed with a positive outcome in the very near future.   The boiler died but we didn’t freeze 

thanks to the support of the diocese and within the next 2 weeks should have a brand new boiler 

running. 

Last year I ended my report with the following statement 

“I know that the faith and the resilience that has brought All Saints to its 130th year will see us 

through to the 131st year. I look forward to see what WE as a parish family can accomplish in 

this coming year” 

I can now say that our faith and resilience allowed us to achieve all that I mentioned and more 

and it will help us to build upon those achievements through 2023. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Judith Batashoff 

Senior Warden  

 

 

 

 



 


