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The Lighting of the Paschal Candle 
 
In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant addresses the people in these or similar words 

 

ear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the 

Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the 

Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory 

over death. 

 
The Celebrant says the following prayer 

Let us pray. 

 

 God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this 

new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds 

we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, the congregation’s candles are lit from the Paschal 

Candle, and the Celebrant bearing the Paschal Candle, leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times and 

singing  

 

  

Then the Celebrant, standing near the Candle, sings the Exsultet, as follows: 

                         (Complete Text begins on P. 286 of the BCP) 

 
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our 

mighty King…. 

 

 

 

 
 

The Celebrant continues… 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere…for ever and ever. Amen 

D 

O 

The Great Vigil of Easter
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      The Liturgy of the Word        
 

The Celebrant introduces the Scripture readings in these words 

 

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; 

and let us  pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 
 

I. The Story of Creation                                                             Genesis 1:1––2:4 
 

          Canticle                                 Benedicite omnia opera Domini                                Hymnal 428 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Collect  O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity                      

 of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to 

 share  our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                                     
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II. Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea                                                     Exodus 14:10––15:1 
 

      Hymn                                           Let My People Go                                                      Hymnal 648 

 
 
                                      

       The Collect:    O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once 

delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign 

for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be 

numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

III. Salvation offered freely to all                                                                        Isaiah 55:1-11 

      Anthem                                    The First Song of Isaiah                                      Hymnal 679 

 

     The Collect: O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the earth by 

your  Spirit: Give now the water of life to those who thirst for you, that they may bring forth abundant  fruit 

in your glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 

IV. The Valley of Dry Bones                                                                        Ezekiel 37:1-14 

        Psalm 30:1-6,12-13  

                                                                                                                                                   

1 I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up * 

and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 O Lord my God, I cried out to you, * 

and you restored me to health. 

3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; * 

you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.  

4 Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; * 

give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness. 

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * 

his favor for a lifetime. 

6 Weeping may spend the night, * 

but joy comes in the morning. 

12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; * 

you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy. 

13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * 

 O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever. 
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The Collect: Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into 

righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the 

will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

   The Homily                                                                                                Fr. Byrne 

 

The Baptismal Liturgy 
 

A Litany for the Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 

On this most holy night, let us pray for all those throughout the whole Church who will receive 

the  Sacrament of new birth and for ourselves as we prepare to renew our own Baptismal vows.  

 

 Leader  Deliver us, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

   People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 Leader  Open our hearts to your grace and truth. 

   People  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Leader  Fill us,  with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

   People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 Leader  Keep t us,  in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

   People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 Leader  Teach us to love others in the power of the Spirit.      

   People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 Leader  Send us into the world in witness to your love.  

   People  Lord, hear our prayer  

 Leader  Bring us to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

   People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 

matriarchs, prophets, apostles and martyrs and all the saints; and we pray that, encouraged by 

their examples, aided by their prayers, and strengthened by their fellowship, we also may be 

partakers of the eternal life of the saints in light, through the merits of your son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Amen 

 

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, 

and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten 

observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we 

once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy 

Catholic Church.                    
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Hymn in Procession (H 297)                  Descend O Spirit, Purging Flame                         ERHALT INS HERR 

  

         

 

 
 

The Thanksgiving over the Water 

The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying  The Lord be with you. 

 People And also with you. 

 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant  We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water…   

baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water[or dips the paschal candle in it] 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from 

sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the 

Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Let us renew our Baptismal vows 

  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to     Jesus Christ? 

       People I do. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

      People I believe in God, the Father almighty ,creator of heaven and earth. 

  

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

             the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 



8 

 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and  fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers ?   People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and             

return to the Lord?  People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

 People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

 People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of                              

      every human being?  People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and 

the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Asperges  

     When the procession returns to the chancel, the candles at the altar are lit from the Paschal Candle  

 

                                                    

The Holy Eucharist 

 

The Celebrant says to the people     

                            People    
 

The Great Noise 

           Bells are rung and the organ is played to signify the breaking of the seal of the tomb. 

 

 

 

The Gloria in Excelsis                                              Hymnal S-280 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                 
 

 

 Glory to God in the highest,                                     You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    and peace to his people on earth.                              receive our prayer 

Lord God, heavenly King,                    For you alone are the Holy One, 

almighty God and Father,                                         you alone are the Lord  

    we worship you, we give you thanks,                   you alone are the most High  

    we praise you for your glory.                           Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit, 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,                in the glory of God the Father.  

Lord God, Lamb of God,                                                                          Amen 

you take away the sin of the world:        

       have mercy on us;  
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The Collect 
 

  The Celebrant then says      The Lord be with you.     People    And also with you.                                     

Celebrant      Let us pray. 

  

lmighty God, who for our redemption gave your only begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his 

glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we 

may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

The Epistle                                                                                          Romans 6:3-11 

o you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore 

we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like 

his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with 

him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died 

is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  We know that 

Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he 

died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead 

to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader    The Word of the Lord.      People   Thanks be to God.   

 

Sequence Hymn (H 180)                 He is risen, He is risen!                UNSER HERRSCHER                                    
 

 

A 

D 
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The Gospel                                                                                    Matthew 28:1-10 

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

hen the sabbath was ovet, Mary Magdalene, 

and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go 

and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first 

day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 

went to the tomb. They had been saying to 

one another, "Who will roll away the stone 

for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When 

they looked up, they saw that the stone, which 

was very large, had already been rolled back. 

As they entered the tomb, they saw a young 

man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the 

right side; and they were alarmed. But he said 

to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking 

for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He 

has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is 

the place they laid him. But go, tell his 

disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of 

you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as 

he told you." So they went out and fled from 

the tomb, for terror and amazement had 

seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, 

for they were afraid.
 

                           Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord         People: Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 The Peace 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Instrumental Offertory Music 

                                                               

 

W 
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Festival  Doxology                                    Tune: Vigiles et sancti 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below, alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host! Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

alleluia. alleluia! 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Great Thanksgiving,  Eucharistic Prayer B  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth [ Here a proper preface is said or sung. ] Therefore we praise you, joining 

our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 

hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: - 

Sanctus                                               Hymnal S-130 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Then the Celebrant continues   We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 

have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son….  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,          

Cross from the foot of the Jubilee Chalice 
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 Celebrant and People We remember his death; We proclaim his resurrection;    

    We await his coming in glory, 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine…. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say,  

 

ur Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
    

 

The Breaking of the Bread  

 
    
        Agnus Dei                                                                      Hymnal S-164 

 
 

 

THE COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL 

Communion will be distributed at the foot of the chancel steps. All baptized Christians are welcome and 

encouraged to receive Holy Communion in this church  

 

 

 

 

 

O 
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Communion Hymn (H 304)          I come with joy to meet my Lord    LAND OF REST                                    

                         

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

Post- Communion Prayer       

After Communion, the Celebrant says, Let us pray together:  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living  

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with  

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into  

the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

 you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the                         

resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 
 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make                              

you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 
 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the 

Redeemer,  bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and                                    

remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Hymn in Procession (H199)            Come ye faithful, raise the strain                    ST. KEVIN     
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Postlude 

 

Dismissal     

      Deacon  Alleluia, Alleluia, Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
                                                                            

 

hether you are a first-time visitor, long-time parishioner, or somewhere in between, we are honored and 

enriched by your on-line or in-person  presence this evening, and offer you a sincere welcome home to 

this parish church.  As we worship, we encourage you to join fully in the prayers and hymns and to share 

spiritually in the Holy Communion.  If you are at home, sing out the great hymns of the Church and make the 

responses out loud. Should you be seeking a church to call your own, we hope that your search is over and that 

you will become a member of All Saints.  
 

  Thank You 

Many thanks to the altar guild  members and all who helped to make the church so beautiful for Holy Week and  

Easter.   

Special thanks to: Susan Byrne for creating the  Good Friday retreat, and liturgical help over and above the call. 

Teddy Byrne for endless hours of work producing services and keeping us online,  throughout the year.  Thanks 

also to Diana Gilday for  many hours of behind-the-scenes work and to our acolytes whose dedication and 

service enhance our worship immeasurably, and to Stella Elder for compiling the flower list. 

Many thanks also to Arkady Leytush and the choir  for making the Holy Week and Easter services so lovely.   

W 
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